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ACTS Mi. 25. 


And as they bound him with Thongs, Paul ſaid un. 
to the Centurion that ſtood by, Is it lavful for 
you to ſcourge 4 Man that is a Roman, and Un. 

condemn'a ? | 


T being my Deſign to ſpeak ſomething at this time 
concerning the nature of Laws, and the great ad- 
vantage of them to the well-being of Humane Soci- 
ety, 1 think it not Improper to found what I have 
to ſay upon the Behaviour of St. Paul, as it is recorded 
in the A#s of the Apoſtles, with reſpect to his Civil Pri- 
vileoes, and to his Civil Superiors, and Judges. And I 
chuſe to do ſo, becauſe this will at once give us ſome 
light into the true interpretation of the Doctrine, deli- 


ver'd by Himſelf and others in the New Teſtament, con- 


cerning Government; and lead us into ſome uſeful Ob- 
ſervations relating to the Happineſs of Humane Society. 


I. I propoſe to give you a brief view of the Behavi- 
our of St. Paul, as it is recorded in the Acts of the Apo- 
ſtles; with reſpect to thoſe Civil Rights, and Privileges, 


to which the Laws of the Roman, or Jewiſh State entitled 


Him; and to thoſe Civil Magiſtrates, and Judges, before 
whom He had occaſion fo appear. And, | 
1. In the Chapter now before us, the Chief Captain, 


| who appears to have acted the part of a Civil Magiſtrate 
as well as of a Commanding Officer in Jeruſalem, reſolving 


to find out what it was that had ſo much incens'd the 
whole Multitude againſt St. Pau, commanded him to 
be ſcourged, in order to his own confeſſion of his Crime. 
St. Paul could have born this uſage with as great Chri- 


[ran Patience, and Roman Fortitude, as any Man living: 


and no Man knew the true Glory of ſuffering wrongfully 
better than He: But inſtead of this, He ſeems to think 
11 N 
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it a much more becoming part to inſiſt upon thoſe Civil 
Privileges which the Laws of the State entitled him to, 
as He was free of the City of Rome. Is it lawful for you 
to ſcourge a Man thut is a Roman, and Uncondemn'd? 
was the Queſtion which He thought fit at this time to 
ask. If a certain ſet of Notions had been embrac'd in thoſe 
Days, ſome of his Fellow-Chriſtians might perhaps have 


what the Executive Power ordain'd was Law, tho' con- 
trary to all the Laws then in force; that He who was 
but a Subject was no proper Judge of his own Rights, and 
ought not to give fo ill a Precedent to other Subjects as 
might eacourage them to dare to judge when their Pri- 
vueges were iu vaded; and much more, that He being a 
Chriſtian, and an Apoſtle, a Follower. of a Crucified Ma- 
ſter, and a Preacher of the Doctrine of the Croſs, onght 
not to ſhew any concern about worldly Rights and Privi- 
leges; but think it a Glory rather to give them up to 
the invaſion of his Swperiors. Thus I ſay might ſome 
Chriſtians have taught St. Paul to have behav'd himſelf. 
But He, we find, was of another opinion; and had ve- 
ry differing Sentiments concerning theſe matters. He 


any thing which He could honourably avoid; and He 
thought it honourable to plead the Privileges of a Sub- 
j ect againſt the Encroachments of the Higher Powers and 
ſo He 2ppeals to the Laws, and claims the Right of be- 
ing us'd by the Executive Power no otherwiſe than as 
they direct. | 


in the aext Chapter brought, by order of the ſame Chief 
Captain, before the Chief Prieſts, and Council of the Jews, 
to ſee how He could acquit himſelf to them. Upon bis 
declariug his Siucerity, and Uprightneſs, the High - Prieſt 
Ananas commanded them that ſtood by, to ſinite him on the 
Atoutiz, St. Paul's Reply was very ſevere, God ſhall [mite 
thee. thou wited Mall: For fitreF thou there to judge me 
aſter the Law, and commandeFF me to be ſmitten contraty 
ro rhe Law ? v. 3. Aud tho He afterwards repented him 
of the 4c3roackiul \Vord le gave the H. ab- Prieſt in his 

a g anger, 


thought it no Argument of a Chriſtian Spirit to ſuffer 


2. If we follow him a little farther, we ſhall find Him 


inform'd Him that the Laws were but a dead Letter; that 


22» — 


”- 
Vos 


w IK 


_— 
- 


% * 


„%% H ⅛ UU. K ¾˙ͤrFô HR. SS. 217 ER 


| At the Aﬀizes at Hertfœd. 3 
anger, yet he repented not of the juſt ſenſe he had of 


the illegal Indignity offer'd him; or of bis Zeal againſt 


all ſuch Magiſtrates as acted againſt the End of their 


| Office, and againſt thoſe Laws by which they onght to 


be govern'd in the Execution of it. Here again it is evi- 
dent that this great Apoſtle had the Spirit of Libemy ia 
him; and thought chat thaſe Lam which were made 

for the Security and Guard of it, were not to be diſpens d 
with at the pleaſure of choſe whole Buſineſs it was to ex» 
ecute them. Here again we find bim pretending to 
know, and judge of, his own Civil Privileges; and not 
tamely ſubmicting to the Violation of them. It ſome 


Chriſtians of later Ages had liv'd in his time, and been 


Witneſſes of this, they would not only have ſaid, Re- 
vileſt thou God's High- Prieſt? but would have ask d him, 
how He, being a Subject, and a Chriſtian, could anſwer 
to his own Conſcience his thinking any Subjects fit Judges 
of the Invaſion of their own Privileges; they would have 
reprehended him ſeverely for placing himſelf above his 
Judges, and turning the World upſide-down ; for mak- 
ing Subjects Rulers, and Rulers Subjects, as they love to 
ſpeak, by this prepoſterous way of pleading bis Privi- 
leges, even whilſt He ſtood before a Cours of Fudicature. 
But it is very plain, that as no Man was more zealous for 
the Honour and Venerationof ſuch Magiſtrates as anſwer 
the Ends of their Office, which is the Support of Humane 
Society; 10 no Man could expreſs a more hearty diſlixe 


of thoſe who ated a contrary part; or a greater Concern 


for the Temporal good Eſtate of Subjects, even amidit 
his contiaual Labours and Cares for the etgraal Happi- 
neſs of all Men. Once more, | 

3. If we look back as far as the 16th Chapter, we ſhall 
find a yet greater Proof of this. The AMagiftrates of 


Philippi commanded Paul and Silas to be heaten with many 


Stripes, and caſt into Priſon, v. 23. but the next Morning, 
ſent to the Keeper of the Priſon to let them go, v. 35. Se. 
Paul's Anſwer is very obſervable, They have beaten ws 
openly uncondema'd, being V.omans, and have caſt us into 
Priſon: And now ds they thru us out privily ? Nay, verily, 


bat let them come themſelves and fetch us out. He was Jult 
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now deliver'd out of Priſon by a wonderful ſhock of the 
Earth about it; and fo might have eſcaped before this 
Releaſe was brought from the Magiſtrates: But after ſuch 
a good natur'd Meſſage from them, one would think, He 
might have quietly departed. It would have been but 
the Compliance of a Subje with a lawful Requeſt of his 
Superiors. Yet this great ApostHe did not think it ho- 
nourable to go away without expreſſing ſomeReſentment 
againſt the lavaſion of the Privileges of the Subject which 
the Magiſtrates had been guilty ot; and without pleading 
the Cauſe of Injur'd Taferiors, He continues reſolute till 
theſe Aagiſtrates themſelves had waited upon him, and 
defir'd him to depart out of the City, v. 39. And here again, 
How would ſome, who pretend to found their Notions 
of theſe matters upon this very Apoſtle, have reprehend- 
hended any other Man iu the ſame Circumſtances ? An- 
ſwereſt thou the Yicegerents of God ſo? Where is the 
profound Reſpect due to that Order inſtituted by God 


himſelf? Where is the ſenſe of the Duty of Subjects? 


Nay, where is Goverument it ſelf, if Subjects may be 
allow'd to judge of the Invaſion of their own Privileges ; 
and if Laws muſt be placed above the Determinations of 
the Executive Power? But above all, where can there be 
a ſtop, when Obedience is refus'd to a lawful injunction 
of the Magiitrate, and to what might without Sin be 
comply'd with? Whom therefore ſhall we follow? Thoſe 
who ſpeak after this manner? Or St. Paul, who knew as 
well as they the Duty owing to Magi ſtrates, and yet gave 
not up his own Judgment to them: But, tho” a Subjett, 
and acting the part of a Subject, took upon him (by what 
theſe Perſons might perhaps call a ſtubborn Behaviour «to 
bring the Magiſtrates themſelves to a ſenfe of that Inva- 


ſion they had made upon the Rights and Privileges of Ro. 


man Subjects; and this, tho? the Invaſion appears to have 
Of ſo great 


conſequence did He think it to oppoſe one ſingle inſtance 
of illegal Oppreſſion | | | IE | 
Thus have l given you a true Account of the moſt re- 
markable Paſſages recorded concerning St. Paul's Behavi- 
our with reſpect to his Civil Privileges, and to thoſe Ma- 
| FOB ERIE of es giſtrates 
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rates be fore whom he had occaſion to appear. H any 
one ſay, all this relates only to Depated or Inferior Magi 
rates, not to the Supreme; I anſwer that it cannot relate 
to one Without relating to the other, becauſe Government 
cannot be manag'd in the World but by Depated and Infe- 
rior Officers; becauſe if every one of Them may be thus us'd 
by Subjects in any Caſe, it is to little purpoſe to exempt 
the Supreme from the like uſages, ſince the ſame ſort of 
Diſturbances, and evil Conſequences will follow, as if the 
Supreme might be treated after the ſame manner; becauſe” 
the Chriſtian Religion (as S. Peter teltifieth) commands 
the Obedience requir'd in it, with reſpect to both ; be- 
cauſe otherwiſe the Argument urg'd by ſome for the Ma- 
giſtrate's uncontrollable Authority drawn from our Lord's 
acknowledging the Power of Pilate to be from above, 
who was but a Deputed Governour, muſt fall to the Ground; 
becauſe both Supreme and Inferior are ſaid to act as one Au. 
thority, by the ſame Divine Commiſſion; and ſo are equally 
born out by it againſt all oppoſition, or at leaſt equally 
elevated above all pretenſes of $#bjetts to judge concern- 
ing their Conduct: and becauſe the Subjects Duty is equal- 
ly to both Submiſſion, and Non. reſiſtance; the Authority of 
both being ultimately refolv'd into the Divine Commiſſion, 
and it being as impoſſible to oppoſe, in any inſtance, the 
loweſt Officer in Authority, without oppoſing the Supreme, 
as it is ſaid to be, to oppoſe the Supreme without oppo- 
ling God himſelf, whoſe Pice-gerent he is. I proceed, in 
the ſecond place, | | | 


II. To conſider if this Account of St. Paul's Behavior 
will not give us light into the true Interpretation of the 
Doctrine deliver'd by Himſelf, and others, in the New 
Teſtament, concerning Government; and lead us to ſome 
Obſervations of Importance to Govern'd Societies, and to 
that in particular to which we belong. For can any one 
think that theſe Paſſages were recorded for nothing, but 
to ſerve for an Embell;ſhmen of St. Paul's Story? Or can 
any one think that St Paul had a regard to his own par- 
ticular worldly Intereſt in theſe parts of his Conduct? 
He that had ſuffer'd, and knew he was co ſuffer much 
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| greater Hardſhips.? He that was ready to give up his » 
J' Life for the ſake of ChriZianity, and to follow his Maſter te 
thro? all Indignities, and all Perſecutions, when the ſi 
| Glory of God ſhould call him'to it? No, It was ſome- te 
1 thing more than his own part in this World which en- 
| gag'd him to ſhew himſelf after this manner; for this 
he could with the greateſt eaſe have neglected. 
But the Happineſs of Humane Soriety, and the good 
Eſtate of the Inferior part of Mankind, mov'd his Soul 
to a generous indignation againſt every thing in Govern- 
ment which ſavour'd of Tyranny; and kindled in his Breaſt 
a Zeal for every thing which it was fit for Subjects to 
enjoy. Let us therefore ſee if his Behavicur will not lead 
us to ſome uſeful, and important Thoughts relating to 
hriſtians incorporated in Civil Societies. | 
1. I need not take particular notice that St. Paul 
-thought it not beneath a Chriſtian, and an Apostle, to con- 
cern himſelf with his Rights and Privileges, as He was a | 
Subject of the Roman State. He knew, as well as any | 
fince his time, that He belong'd to a City above, whole 
Builder is Gd; He knew that bis chiet Concern was 
Eternity and Heaven; He koew that no Tyrannical Ma- 
_ gi#Frate could rob him of his Innocence, or of his Sal- 
vation: and yet He conſider'd himſelf likewiſe as a Mem- 
ber of Humane Society, and ated the part of one who had 
a juſt ſenſe of the Privileges of bis Cir:zenſpip here on 
Earth, as well as of that Citizenſhip in Heaven, which he 
Ipeaks of to the Philippians, wa Epheſians. And why 
ſhould ic be thought naworthy of any other Preachers of 
the Goſpel, ta imitate ſo great an Example, in the ſame 
regt Concern tor the good of Humane Society? To pro- 
Ceed, | 1425 6 2 | 
2. Let St. Paul himſelf anſwer all thoſe who have, on 
his Authority, pretended to exalt the Executive Powers 
above all Laws : and above the very Ends of that Office | 
tor which they were inſticuted. He, it is plain, knew 
nothing of this; nor did He carry the Obligation ot a 
quiet Submiſſion to any ſuch inſtances as were contrary to 
the Deſign of that Office. Let them learn from himſelf 
that when he {peaks highly of Magiſtraies, it is of loch 
who 
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who are Gods indeed in Humane Society ; {ach'as: main- 
tain the Character and Dignity of their Station by an- 
ſwering the Ends of it; and that when they deſcend 
to invade the Privileges they were ordain'd to guard; He 
knew no ſuch profound reſpect to be due to them. Les 
them Learn from Him that the Laws of the Romas State 
were above the Executive Power and that the Authority 
of the Magistrate could not make that Lam, which-was 
againſt the written Lams; or oblige him to comply with 
what was injurious to his Gil Privileges, Let them learn 
from Him that he underſtood not his Maſter's Doctrine 
concerning the Governovrs of this World, to extend 
beyond the Privileges and Happineſs of the gavern'd Socis- 
ty; and that He himſelf, in his own Doctrine, deliver'd 
in other places, meant nothing contrary to theſe. Let 
them learn from his Practice, which is certainly the heft 
Interpreter of his own. De&rine, and that of his | Maſter 
and Fellow- ApoFtles, that when He faith there is no Power 
but of God, the Powers that be are ordain'd of God; and 
that when his great Maſter acknowledges the Power of 
Pilate to be from above, no more could be meant, than 
that it was agreeable ro God's Will that fome Perſons 
ſhould be inveſted with Power for the good of Humane 
Society; not that God had made them uncontrollable in 
acting againſt his Commiſſian, and to the ruine of their 
Fellom- Creatures. Let them learn that when St. Paul com- 
manded Reſpect, and forbid Oppaſition to the Higher Pow- 
ers; and that when St. Perer commanded the ſame Sub- 
jection both to the Supreme and Deputed Magiſtrates, they 
were conſider'd as acting the belt part in the World 
and nothing intended by this to oblige. Subjects to 4 
Quiet Submiſſton to ſuch illegal, and unjuſt Condntt, as 
aftects and ſhakes the Univerſal Happineſs. And, 

3. It they ſtil] repeat the old Queſtion, who ſhall judge 
of the Invaſion of Privileges ? Let the ſame St. Paul an- 
ſwer them, who in the capacity of a Subject more than 
once is recorded (in the. ſhort Hiſtory we have of his 
Actions) to have preſum'd to jadge concerning his own 
Privileges againſt the Invaſion of the Magiſtrate; and 
to have done this as by a Right belonging to every _ 

er 
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ber of the ſame Society. His Chriſtianity did not make 
him forget that he was a Roman and as a Roman he 
judg'd that he had the Privileges of a Roman and theſe 
his Chriſtianity did not oblige him to give up to any 
Mortal, as long as he could with Honour keep them, 
Fhe Poſſibility of his miſtaking in this, in which he a&- 
ed not as an Apoſtle, was no Argument to him againſt 
this Right: nor did the Weakneſs of other Men's Judg- 
ments prevail'with him not to ſet them an Example of 
Judging in the like Circumſtances. What Confuſion, ' 
what Diſorder, ſay ſome, muſt enſue, if Subjects be al- 
Jow'd' to judge concerning the -Invalion of their own 
Rights and Privileges ? But let them believe St. Paul for 
once, that much more Miſery muſt enſue upon Humane 
Society, if it be a ſettled Point that the Executive Powers 
may abſolutely, and without control], determine what 
they pleaſe concerning the Iuferior part of the World. 
If any one ask where he ſaith this, I anſwer, his Beha- 
viour ſpeaks it aloud ; for he never would have ated the 
part which he did, could he have thought it more for 
Public Good that Subjects ſhould give up all their Judg- 
ments to the determination of their Magiſtrates, than 
that they ſhould judge concerning the Violation of their 
common Rights after the beſt manner they could. Let 
not Men therefore forget Modeſty ſo much as to laugh 
out of countenance this Right of judging in Subjects, 
which St. Paul himſelf claim'd merely as he was a Sub- 
fect. 5 

: 4. Let thoſe learn it from St. Paul who will not bear 
it from others, that Rights and Privileges, Liberty and 
Property, and the like, are not Words fitted only to raiſe 
the Spirits of the People, and to foment Diſturbances in 
Society; but that they are Things worth contending for. 
Some may think (unleſs Reſpect to an 4po#tle a little 
divert them from it) what great matter if St. Paul had 
born a little Scourging? Or why could not he paſs over 
the Injuries offer'd him by his Governors? To which I 
know n9 better. Anſwer than this, that his Behaviour 
was what it was, merely becauſe they were Magiftrates; 


i. e. becauſe it was a Caſe not of Concern to Hine 
only, 
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only, but to Humane Society. For he could bear? and 
paſs by Injuries as well as any Man: and had they been 
private Perſons who had offer'd him the ſame Indignities, 
| doubt not, He had born them without any return but 
that of Forgiveneſs, But when the Civil Privileges” Of 
that Society to which he belong'd were invaded by thoſe 
whoſe Duty and Profeſſioa it was to maintain them, He 
thought it a juſt Occaſion to ſhew his ſenſe of ſo great 
an Evil; thoꝰ it immediately touch'd only himſelf.. The 
J. conſideration of the Character and Office of thale who 
offer'd the Injuries, was fo fat from determiaing him 
to paſs them over with ſilence, (according to ſome Mens 
way of arguing) that it was this very thing that made 
him look upon them not as private Injuries, but with 
3 Reſenrmear doe to Injuries of a Public and Univerſal 
Concern, And however ſome may ridicule the Liberties 
of Sabjects; St. Paul, it is plain, was for. ſtanding fa, 
not only in the Liberty with which Christ had "98 
made him free from the Fewiſh Law of Cere- Gal. 5. 1. 
monies ;, but alſo in that Liberty with which | 
the Laws of Nature, and of the Roman State, had made 
him free fram Oppreſſioa and Tyranny. For, * 
5. lt is another Obſervation which we may make from 
his Example, that He thought the End of written Laws 
to be the Security of the Sabject againſt any arbitrary 
Proceedings of the Executive Power; and that this 
could not be, unleſs the Executive were govern'd by theſe 
Laws, as well as the Subject. If this had not been his 
Opinion, it had been frivolous for bim to have urg'd 
his Privileges founded upon the Laws: by urging of 
which he plaialy implies chat they were the meaſure of 
the Magiftrate's Behaviour towards the Subject. AndT 
hope it is the ſame in all the like EZsbliſhments. But how 
contrary is this to the Maxim of ſome who make the 
Laws inſignificant Trifles, and place the Mill of the Exe- 
cutive Power above them; declaring that otherwiſe there 
can be no ſuch thing as Government ? By which Word 
they generally ſeem to underſtand ſomething beyond 
- ſuch a Government as is for the good of the govern'd Soci- 
gy. How, contrary is this to ſuch as make written Laws 
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only an Encroachment upon the Abſolute Power inſtituted 
by God; and ſtudy to make their Power as contemptible 
as they can, that the neceſſity of Abſolute Monarchy may 


the better appear; and boaſt of their Services this way 


as if they were of the greateſt Importance? If theſe No- 
tions be embrac'd, what muſt be thought of St. Paul un- 
der the Roman State, who thought it his Happineſs to 
have Righes and Privileges ſettled by written Laws ? 
What mult we think of the wiſeſt Nations in former 
Times, who could deviſe no greater Security againſt Op- 
preſſion and Unhappineſs in Socierzes than Laws? And if 
we come home to our ſelves, What muſt we think of 


the envied Confitution under which we live, and, by the 


virtue and power of Laws, all enjoy the chief Happineſ- 
ſes that Humane Life can wiſh for? What muſtwe think 
of that Revolution in which High and Low ſo unanimouſly 


* Joyn'd chiefly to reſcue our Laws from a Diſpenſing Pow- 


er; and to deveſt the Executive from all pretenſes to a 
Superiority over the Legiſlative? And what muſt we 
think of thoſe Magiſtrates, whom the preſent Age be- 
Holds with Veneracion, and Ages to come will remem- 
ber with eternal Honour; who, tho' commiſſioned by 
the Supreme Executive Power, yet acknowledge no Rule 
of their Conduct but what is preſcrib'd to them by the 
Legiſlative; and account it their chiefeſt Glory to be the 


Guardians of the Laws, as they are of the Liberties of the 


People? 74 5 
The judicions Mr. Hooker thinks that Hu- 
Eecbeſ. Po- mane Societies firſt made a trial of Govern- 
20 Book I. ment by the Will of one Man; (as their firſt 


g. 10. Eſſay might well be the worſt and moſt im- 


perfect; ) and that they were conltrain*d to come to Laws 
as a Remedy againſt the Evils of that kind of Regimen, 
after they had found (as his Expreſſion is) That to live by 
one Man Mill was the Cauſe of all Mens Miſery. This 


_ agrees with St. Paul, who plainly thought that Laws 


were a {afficient Curb to the Arbitrary Will of the Exe- 
cuti ve Power : But in vain did he contend in his Days; 
in vain have the wiſeſt of Men diſcours'd in all Ages; 


and in vain is Az/olate Power controlld by ſucceſs of 
| Arms 
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Arms in our own times, it we can live to be perſuaded, 
either that there is no difference in Governments z, or that 7 
there is no guard in Laws againſt Arbitrary Power; nor 

any force in them but what muſt bend to. the Will of 


thoſe whoſe Office it is to execute and defend thems 


A laſting Liberty is founded upon Laws ; and is the reſult 
of a good Confitution of Government, as Health is of a © 
right Constitution of Body. In this alſo like Health, that 
it is valu'd moſt by thoſe who know the Taſte of it, un- 
der the firſt Apprehenſion, or Senſe of the want of it; 
but little priz d by thonghtleſs Men under a ſecure and 
unſhaken Enjoyment.: whilſt Slavery, like Sickneſs, to 
thoſe who never taſted it, ſeems nothing; and to thole 
who have been oppreſs'd long enough to forget what Lie 
berty is, becomes the more tolerable, as a Bodily Tzdzj= 
poſition doth to ſuch as know not, or deſpair of, a better 
State. But is it not very unaccountable, that Bleſſtags 
ſhould: be undervalu'd by weak Men, for that Segprity 
which ſhould recommend them; nay, that eo 1 
be invited down from Heaven in th of them? 
That when the Inconventences olute Monarchy 
made Men firſt fly to' Laws for refuge, they ſhould ever 
fly back again from what they muſt acknowledge their 
Happineſs, and call for that Abſolute Power to diſpenſe 
with theſe Laws, which thele Laws were purpoſely 
deſign'd, and inſtituted to controll and confine ? But thus 
it is even at this Day, after the Experience of ſo many 
Ages; even amongſt our ſelves, after ſo grateful and 
plealing a Taſte of the Bleſſings of a Legal Conſtitution 
even under the moit uncorrupt, unblameable Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice and Equity, that ever any Nation was 
bleſs'd with. But, to return, Ki. 

6. St. Paul's Behaviour ſhould methinks, upon ſecond 
Conlideration, make ſome Perſons a little more cautious 
of affirming, Abſolure Monarchy, inveſted with a Power 
above alj the Eueroachinents of written Laws, to be che 
only Form agreeable co the Mill of God; nay, it yeu 
can near It withour ſmiling, the moſt beneficial to the 
Subject. For let any one tell me, whether, upon this 
Piinciple, it bad not been the Duty of St. Paal to have 

taken 
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4 taken the opportunicy offer'd him of owning the ſupe- 
'* rior Power of the Magiſtrate ; of acknowledging the 


little uſe of Lans to Humane Society; and of ſhewing the 
Chriſtian Religion to he a great Friend, tho? not to the 
lawleſs Confuſion of the Multitude, yet to the lawleſs Pow- 


er of the Magiſtrates This had been a noble piece of 


Service, not only to Truth, but to Humane Society, ac- 
cording to ſome : And I preſume St. Paul knew the Will, 
and the plain Revelation of God as well at leaſt as any 


Modern Chriftian; and would gladly have foffer'd a ſew 


Stripes, in order to bear teſtimony to ſo important a part 
of God's Law. Nor need He have doubted this way to 
have turn'd the anger of the Magiſtrates into Favour; 


| | arid a Kind regard both ro himſelf and his Profeſſion, But 


He appears to have been a Stranger to all this : and his 
Zeal for the Laws ſhews that He thought both the Will 
of God, and the, good of Society, to require another 
Scheme than that of an Unlimited Executive Power, 


Thus have I laid before you a true account of the 


Behaviour and Notions of that Apo#tle, in favour of the 
Rights of Subjects, who hath been long, and often, repre- 
ſented by many as the greateſt Aſſerter of an Unlimi- 
ted Authority in the Executive Power: And tho? I have 
been treating of Civil and Secular Concerns, yet I hope 
I may be ſafe under the Patronage of St. Paul's Example, 
and of thoſe Scriprures which give us this Account of his 
Conduct and Behaviour, as of ſomething not unuſeful ro Men 
and Christians. Nor is it a {mall Satisfaction to ſpeak upon 
this Subject before thoſe who underſtand the Value and 


Importance of wholeſom Laws; and know how to ſcornall the 


Homage or Reſpect of Men, but what reſults from an un- 
biaſs'd, and uninterrupted Adminiſtration of Juice. 
And now, if St. Paul ſhew'd ſo great a Reſpect to 


the written Laws of that State under which He 


livd; If he thought it worth his while (whoſe grand 
Affair was to propagate a New Religion, and the Belief 
of a Eiture State) to concern himſelf ſo much with 
this World as to iaſiſt upon his Rights and Privileges, 
as He was a Subject, and to ſhew no ordinary re- 
gard to them; If He thought it the Happineſs of 


| . # | 
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a Kingdom to have ſuch Privileges. as are fit for Subjects, 
ſettled by Law, and an Happinels not to be ſhaken at the; 
Will of the Executive Power ; If He thought that Subjects 
might judge concerning the Invaſion of .theſe Privileges, 
and were not brought into Being to ſubmit to every 
thing impos'd upon them; Let us learn from ſo great 
an Example to value our own Happineſs in that Legal 
E#abliſhment under which we live, and live ſo as to en- 
joy Lite. His Example bids us plainly ſtand faſt in gur 
Liberty ſupported by Laws. Let this move us more than 
the fallacious Diſputations of thoſe who are continually 
declaiming againſt this Happineſs, and endeavouring to 
perſuade us to change it for another ſort of Government 
arguing the Benefit of this to our ſelves, and the Righs- © 
to it in others. And, leſt we ſhould not be mov'd to 
a Change, the Argument is ſometimes turn'd, and we 
are to be inform'd that our whole notion of Liberty is a 
miſtaken Chimera, and Nonſenſe; that 5 5 we think. 
we have Laws to govern us,. it is only the Wil of the 
Executive which rules; that whereas we think theſe 
Laws are made by the Conſent and Authority of the Re- 
preſentatives of the People, it-is no ſuch thing; that it is 
the Prince only who Eratts, that no other have any ſhare 
in the Legiſlature ;, that it hath all the Treaſon poſſivle in it, 
to ſay that the Parliament hath a Coordinate Power in Le- 
giſlation; that our Conſtitution abhors Coordinate Legiſla- 
tive Powers, that our Coaſtitution is one Sovereign, whole 
Supremacy is indiviſible, and both the Legiſlarive and Ex- 
ecutive are in it, notwithſtanding that all our Laws are 
{aid to be Enacted not only by the Prince, but by the 
Authority of the Lords and Commons, in the ſame Sen- 
tence; and conſequently that the Executive Power being 
the only Legiſlative, can diſpenſe, annul, deſtroy Laws 
as It pleaſeth; that the People without diſtinction are the 
Sons of Belial, a Company of Vaſſals, that live and ſubſiſt 
by the Conceſſion of their Maſter only, and the like: Po- 
litions which I would not mention, but that they are ex- 
pos'd to light, and propagated with heat, every Day: 
Tho”, I hope, not with ſuch Force as to diſengage our 
Affections from an Happineſs, without which, 1 know 
BAT, not 
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not whether it had not been as well for us to have been 
born to a Wilderneſs and a Den. 
As Laws therefore have turn'd the Deſext of this 
World tato a Paradiſe, and the Wildneſs of Mankind into 


Hamane Society; ſo let us of this Kingdom acknowledge 


our part in this Happineſs to be much above that of 
others; and let our Zeal for it riſe in proportion to the 
Value of the thing it ſelf. . Let our Government by Laws 
be the chief object of out . Worldly Concern: and as we 


value that, let our Value, and Eſtimation riſe for the 


Supreme Head, and every Branch of the Executive Power, 


under which we live ſo happy and eaſy at home, whilſt 


they all joyn in making the Laws the meaſure of their 


whole Adminiration. But above all, let our Thankful. 
neſs at this Time riſe to the great Diſpoſer of all Events, 


who hath given ns a farther Proſpe& of the continuance 
of the ſame Happineſs to future Generations, by a great 
and important Victory abroad, in which Justice, Laws, 
and Liberty, have triumph'd over Injuſtice, and Arbitra- 
ry Power; and which we may reaſonably look upon as a 
growing Security of our good Eſtate againſt the Deſigns 
and Attempts of all who Fight againſt it both at Home 
and Abroad: Which God grant it may be for the ſake 
of Jeſus Christ, &c. | | | 
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